May 2014 ISAC Meeting: SUMMARY ABOUT USDA ACTIVITIES 
· Good morning.  You have in your meeting documents the:
· USDA Report to ISAC which documents our agencies progress implementing all of ISAC recommendations since Oct 2013.  
· USDA grants available to stakeholders to work on invasive species research, technical assistance and management.  Please use it and share with others.
· USDA Do No Harm Report for FY13, which documents results of activities in USDA agencies programs related to invasive species.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Budget highlights:  USDA Budget for invasive species programs in FY10 was $1.4 Billion; in FY13 $1.218 B; in FY14 $1.3 B.  This is not such a large change in the last 5 years considering the budget scenarios.  It speaks to the quality of the work and the value we place in our invasive programs.
	USDA AGENCIES TOTAL
	FY10 Actual
	FY11 Actual
	FY12 Actual
	FY13 Actual
	
FY14  Enacted
	
FY15 Pres. Budget

	APHIS
	$769,302
	$716,799
	$698,454
	$611,144
	$672,435
	$642,488

	ARS
	$285,582
	$274,891
	$249,999
	$232,170
	$252,743
	$240,978

	NIFA
	$  51,282
	$   38,211
	$  32,697
	$  34,773
	$  45,250
	$  44,893

	ERS
	$    1,000
	$     1,000
	$        -
	$      500
	$      835
	$       835

	USFS
	$126,447
	$131,494
	$139,188
	$123,111
	$126,348
	$129,092

	NRCS
	$173,098
	$168,967
	$163,140
	$217,007
	$201,652
	$201,652

	Agriculture Dept. TOTAL
	$1,406,711
	$1,331,362
	$1,283,478
	$1,218,705     
	
$1,299,263
	
$1,259,938



· Policy highlights in the last two years:  
The US Forest Service enacted policy to deal with all aspects of invasive species in their national forests and grasslands.  The agency is writing the USFS Manual which contains specific guidance to implement the policy. Thanks to ISAC for their input on the Manual.   
· Program highlights in the last two years:  
NRCS initiated a Honey Bee Pollinator Effort, in part because of negative impacts of invasives on pollinators.  It will enhance the quality of pollinators’ habitat and forage in 5 Midwest states.  
For NRCS, the 2014 Farm Bill streamlined conservation programs to simplify how farmers, ranchers, and forestland owners apply for assistance.  Major changes include in the Environmental Quality Incentives Program the opportunities that were available through the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program; and the inclusion within the new Regional Conservation Partnership Program what was formerly under the Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative, the Agricultural Water Enhancement Program, the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative, and the Great Lakes Basin Program. 

ARS increased efforts to discern the complex reasons for bee colony collapse disorder (CCD) and find appropriate treatments.  Invasives are one of the culprits.  An Areawide Program is working to find solutions to the coffee berry borer, an invasive insect affecting coffee production in PR and HI, two of the best quality coffees in the world.   

APHIS made progress identifying plants that can or cannot enter the US in their Not Authorized Pending Pest Risk Analysis (NAPPRA) program to prevent invasives in the horticultural trade.  APHIS changed its budget structure to deal with invasives by commodity, which allows more flexibility to shift priorities and funds for action as specific needs arise.  In FY14 APHIS received $20 million to implement a collaborative, national feral swine management program in 39 states where there is a recognized feral swine population.  APHIS scientists have designed, published and are using a new, more comprehensive scientific plant risk assessment model (the Weediness Risk Assessment Model) to evaluate the risk of invasiveness in plants.  

The Farm Bill reauthorized three NIFA mandatory programs: 
· The Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI): $25M per year will focus on citrus production, pests and diseases, such as citrus greening and the Asian citrus psyllid.
· The Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative at $20M per year.
· The Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Development Program at $20M per year.
Five different pest management funding lines in NIFA (the IPM Centers, The Regional IPM Competitive Grant Program, Extension IPM-Coordination and Support Program, the Pest Management Alternatives Program, and the IPM Decision Support Program) are consolidated into a new Crop Protection Pest Management Program to enhance coordination of regional and national IPM efforts.  
USDA agencies made significant progress in climate change.  Actions to address two Presidential Executive Orders are ongoing.  Each agency has a Climate Change Adaptation strategic plan that identifies specific actions and tracks results.  Climate change hubs will translate scientific findings into technical assistance to be used by farmers and ranchers.  USDA Invasives Causing Extinction Program identified all invasives affecting endangered species in the USA.  Most datasheets for those invasives are available in the Invasive Species Compendium to help land managers control invasives and recover endangered species.  A Systematic Review of the scientific literature found 101 research studies that document how invasive species are major contributors to species being classified as endangered, threatened and/or candidate species.     

There are many other actions and results from our USDA invasive Species programs described in the documents for ISAC.  Let me know if you have questions or want more details.  Thank you.
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