SUMMARY OF TEAM TAMARISK CONFERENCE

On March 31, 2004 in Albuquerque, NM, over 300 federal, state, local, and tribal representatives from all levels of government, the public and private sectors came together to discuss the challenges of managing the invasive weed tamarisk or saltcedar and developing sustainable habitats in their place.  The conference included representatives from approximately 19 states, with the focus on the Southwestern states where tamarisk is a problem.

The conference, called Team Tamarisk: Cooperating for Results, was sponsored by the U.S. Departments of Interior and Agriculture, the National Invasive Species Council, and 14 other organizations.  Two half-day and one whole-day session were packed with information sharing, work sessions, and brainstorming on confronting tamarisk-created problems and implementing sustainable solutions on the ground, in a practical and cost-effective manner.

Speakers from a wide range of organizations presented and/or facilitated panels on a range of topics including an overview of the tamarisk problem, a Southwest partnerships showcase, a state roundtable, and presentations on the Cooperative Tamarisk Mapping Project and NASA’s contributions to mapping invasive species on Western lands.  Sessions were also held on funding opportunities and future options for fighting tamarisk including reviewing biological and other control options, current research, and future research needs.  A very thorough picture was developed of the present status of the battle with tamarisk and the opportunities--both those available now and needed in the future--for the fight against this invasive plant and sustainable management of the habitat.  Many attendees brought poster-sessions on projects and research involving tamarisk which were displayed and viewed during breaks and after-hours receptions.  There were frequent opportunities for networking and smaller group interaction.

Break-out sessions were designed to produce a draft set of guiding principles that can help to establish a framework for forging close working partnerships.  It is anticipated that this effort will lead to coordinated, on-the-ground projects that make more efficient and effective uses of collective resources.  The conference closed with the gathering of final comments on the draft guiding principles and the formation of a team to further refine them.  The draft will be recirculated to participants and finalized.

The conference demonstrated that by sharing knowledge and insight, it was possible to focus on the problem of invasive saltcedar in the Southwest and better understand the importance of habitat management in the region. Participants underscored the magnitude of the problem and the need for a strategic regional approach that is coordinated among government entities, tribal communities, nonprofit groups, academia, and the private sector.

The conference truly launched Team Tamarisk as an inclusive alliance of cooperating agencies and individuals devoted to the control of non-native invasive plants.  For more information on the conference including speaker biographies and the draft guiding principles as well as a link to the Cooperative Mapping project, visit the website at http://www.invasivespecies.gov/teamtam/.  Information will be updated and enhanced as it is finalized and available to be posted.
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