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Know the NISC Plan, Manage the Problem.




Paul Hoffman: New Department of the Interior Lead 
on Invasive Species

WASHINGTON, D.C., November 2006 – Paul Hoffman, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Performance, Accountability, and Human Resources, has taken over the reins as Department of the Interior Principal for the National Invasive Species Council.  He will serve as the principal lead on behalf of Secretary Dirk Kempthorne.  Secretary Kempthorne, along with Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns and Secretary of Commerce Carlos Gutierrez, co-chairs the National Invasive Species Council (NISC).

Paul moved up to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Policy, Management, and Budget from his former position as the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks where he served the Department with distinction for four years.  At various times in his career, Paul has worked to prevent, control, or eradicate invasive species at the individual, local government, and Federal levels.  While serving as DAS/FWP, he helped Interior develop its first cross cut invasive species budget and organize the Tamarisk Conference as well as Team Tamarisk.

Prior to coming to the Department of the Interior in February 2002, Paul served for 12 years as the Executive Director of the Cody Chamber of Commerce and the Cody Economic Development Council.  In that capacity, he was responsible for strategic planning, managing change, and helping guide community development for Cody, Wyoming.  He is a graduate of the Institute for Organizational Management in 1996, as well as the inaugural Leadership Wyoming in 2001, and is well respected in Wyoming and the Yellowstone region as an active civic leader and conservationist.

Paul joins Tim Keeney, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere at Department of Commerce, and Chuck Lambert, Deputy Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs at Department of Agriculture, as principal leads for the National Invasive Species Council.  Paul’s approach to invasive species policy focuses on cooperative conservation, utilizing all the tools available for emphasizing action on-the-ground.  His background as a double major in economics and biology will encourage balanced analysis of the issues to encourage broader stakeholder engagement and effective use of constrained resources.

NISC is a cabinet level council established by Executive Order in 1999 to provide leadership and to ensure complimentary, cost-efficient and effective federal activities regarding invasive species.  Council members include three co-chairs: the Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture, Commerce; and the Secretaries of State, Defense, Homeland Security, Treasury, Transportation, Health and Human Services, as well as the Administrators of the Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Agency for International Development, NASA and the U.S Trade Representative.

Note to Stakeholders:  For additional information on this topic, contact Lori Williams at (202) 354-1883.   
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For more information, visit www.invasivespecies.gov
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