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Know the NISC Plan, Manage the Problem.




U.S. Coast Guard Creates Mandatory Ballast Water Management Program
Washington, D.C., August 9, 2004— The U.S. Coast Guard published regulations on July 28, 2004, establishing a national mandatory ballast water management program for all vessels equipped with ballast water tanks that enter or operate within U.S. waters. These regulations also require vessels to maintain a ballast water management plan that is specific for that vessel and allows any master or appropriate official to understand and execute the ballast water management strategy for that vessel. These regulations increase the Coast Guard’s ability to prevent the introduction of nonindigenous species via ballast water as required by the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act and the National Invasive Species Act.
The regulations are the culmination of work between the U.S. Coast Guard, a member of the National Invasive Species Council (NISC), and many partners.  The regulations were also mentioned as a recommendation in the report by the Ocean Commission.  NISC congratulates the Coast Guard for its dedication and perseverance in getting this regulation through the system.    

“We are pleased that the Coast Guard has issued regulations requiring ballast water management nationwide.  Ballast water is a major pathway for introductions of invasive species,” said Lori Williams, executive director of NISC.  “We look forward to continued partnership with all interested parties in working to prevent future introductions and spread of invasive species.”

NISC is a cabinet level council that was established by Executive Order in 1999 to provide leadership and to ensure complementary, cost-efficient and effective federal activities regarding invasive species.  Council members include three co-chairs: the secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, and the secretaries of State, Defense, Homeland Security, Treasury, Transportation, Health and Human Services, as well as the Administrators of the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Agency for International Development and the U.S Trade Representative.
The United States Coast Guard is a military, multiple mission, maritime service and one of the nation’s five Armed Services. Its mission is to protect the public, the environment, and U.S. economic interests – in the nation’s ports and waterways, along the coast, on international waters, or in any maritime region as required supporting national security. More information on the Coast Guard’s ballast water management program can be found at: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/mso/ans.htm. This final rule can be found at: http://dms.dot.gov. In this web site, proceed to simple search, and under docket number, enter 14273.  More information on NISC is online at www.invasivespecies.gov.  
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Note to Stakeholders:  Stakeholder announcements and other NISC information are available on the Internet at http://www.invasivespecies.gov/.  For additional information on this topic, contact Anna Cherry at (202) 354-1891 or anna_cherry@ios.doi.gov
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