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STAKEHOLDER ANNOUNCEMENT

March 22, 2004 

National Invasive Species Council 

FEDERAL AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES DISCUSS INVASIVE SPECIES ISSUES 

(Washington, D.C.) – With the problems facing the fragile island ecosystem of Hawaii as a backdrop, more than 60 representatives from federal, state and local governments, and many non-governmental organizations including several universities and industry groups, met this winter to discuss plans and progress in the United States’ battle against invasive species.
“It is important to see invasive species programs in the field, and Hawaii has its share of problems with species like miconia plants, coqui frog, and snowflake coral, “ said Jim Tate, science advisor to Department of Interior Secretary Gale Norton, “and Hawaii has also developed some solid, grass-roots ways of fighting back.”
“I had no idea how serious the invasive species problems of Hawaii were until I saw them for myself this week,” Tate continued. “The native plant and animal communities have been seriously damaged by invasive species on island after island.”
Secretary Norton, Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman, and Commerce Secretary Donald Evans are co-chairs of the five-year old National Invasive Species Council.  NISC also has an Invasive Species Advisory Committee (ISAC) to advise the federal government on the issue of invasive species and to act as representatives of the many interested parties and stakeholders.  The 29 members of ISAC advise and make suggestions to assist NISC in its coordination and communications about invasive species issues.  NISC assists by providing guidance for the more than 23 separate federal agencies that work on invasive species issues.   The efforts of NISC and ISAC, with public input, produced a National Management Plan that aims to provide a roadmap for people working from the policy level to the field on all aspects of invasive species programs.
--MORE—

An "invasive species" is defined as a species that is 1) non-native (or alien) to the ecosystem under consideration and 2) whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.  In Hawaii, Miconia is crowding out native forest vegetation, which negatively impacts natural water systems.  Coqui frogs threaten native insects and make a loud noise that has adversely impacted real estate values in some parts of the islands.  Snowflake coral is threatening to overtake native black coral reefs and alter the underwater ecosystem balance.  However, teams on each island have been recruited in Hawaii to fight these and other invasives.  Groups work to eradicate, manage and exclude species and restore native habitat.  Although the work is slow going, progress is being made everyday.  
“It is amazing and hopeful to see that you can make progress against these invasions when you work together and pool resources, time and talent, “ said Lori Williams, executive director of NISC.  

“Since NISC was formed and got up to full speed, we have learned a great deal.  It is a good time to discuss our progress and refine our plans,” said Hilda Diaz-Soltero, Senior Invasive Species Coordinator for the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Since this is the five year anniversary of the group, the National Management Plan will be revised and presented for public comment within the next year.  The threats and problems posed globally by invasive species are extremely complex, diverse and broad in scope.  It is a prime mission of NISC to promote and facilitate broad collaboration to develop effective solutions to this critical, multidisciplinary issue.  For more information, including upcoming plans, events, and accomplishments, point your Internet browser to www.invasivespecies.gov.
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Note to Stakeholders:  Stakeholder announcements and other NISC information are available on the Internet at http://www.invasivespecies.gov/.  For additional information on this topic, contact Anna Cherry at (202) 354-1891 or anna_cherry@ios.doi.gov  (or  at anna.l.cherry@aphis.usda.gov).

